
 

  

 

Drug Safety Update  

Medicines Matters 

  

National Patient Safety Alert: Shortage of Antimicrobial Agents Used in Tuberculosis (TB) Treatment 
 
The Department of Health and Social Care has published a National Patient Safety Alert on the Shortage of Antimicrobial 
Agents Used in Tuberculosis (TB) Treatment. The following antimicrobial medicines used to treat tuberculosis (TB) will 
be intermittently available until at least the end of 2025: 

• Rifampicin 150mg and 300mg capsules 
• Rifampicin 600mg IV solution for infusion 
• Rifampicin 100mg/5ml oral suspension 
• Rifinah® 300 tablets (rifampicin 300mg / isoniazid 150mg) 
• Rifater® tablets (rifampicin 120mg / isoniazid 50mg/ pyrazinamide 300mg) 
• Voractiv® tablets (rifampicin 150mg/ isoniazid 75mg / pyrazinamide 400mg / ethambutol 275mg) 
• Pyrazinamide 500mg tablets 

 
Ethambutol tablets, Isoniazid tablets, and Rifinah® 150 tablets (rifampicin 150 mg / isoniazid 100 mg) and 
Mycobutin® (rifabutin) 150mg capsules remain available but cannot support a full increase in demand. 
The National Patient Safety Alert provides further background, clinical information and actions for providers to be 
complete by 15/08/2025 and to remain in place only until the supply issues have resolved. 
 

Do not stop prescribing until secondary care have agreed to take on prescribing of rifampicin or have suggested a 
suitable alternative.  

 
Current Situation  

• The NatPSA relates to antimicrobial agents used to treat TB, however, rifampicin is also prescribed for alternative 

indications other than to treat TB. Examples include orthopaedics and dermatology. 

• Most prescribing is undertaken by the specialist services in hospital trusts. However, there is a small amount of 

prescribing in primary care, so primary care clinicians should refer these patients back to the initiating service to 

have their treatment reviewed and continued/amended as appropriate.   

• Although Primary care clinicians have been instructed not to prescribe rifampicin until supply issues have been 

resolved, prescribing in primary care should not be stopped until the appropriate trust specialist has reviewed the 

patient and agreed to undertake prescribing. This will also help prevent waste, by using any stocks held by 

community pharmacy and gives specialists time to review patients.    

Advice for primary care prescribers: 

• Run an EMIS search to locate all primary care prescribing of any product listed in this alert.  

• Refer patient back to the initiating specialist team in secondary care to review the patients and agree ongoing 

management.  If a patient already has an access plan, then Advice and Guidance can be used rather than a new 

referral which may then take time to go through the process. 

• Please provide the specialist with all current information regarding concurrent treatment, particularly other 

antimicrobial therapy.  

• Do not stop prescribing until agreement to take on prescribing has occurred.   

• Ensure patients are informed about any changes to their usual prescriber and advise that the specialists will be 

taking over their prescribing.  Prescriptions from the hospital trusts will be limited to one month supply to preserve 

stocks.  

• Please be patient with trusts colleagues and flexible to prescribing during this time of shortage. 

For up-to-date information on current stock availability, expected re-supply dates of impacted products, and details 

relating to unlicensed imports, please refer to the anti -TB medicines page on the Specialist Pharmacy Service Medicines 

Supply Tool. 

For any queries contact your ICB Medicines Optimisations Team link or click here for details: contact details 
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https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewAndAcknowledgment/viewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103267
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/
https://www.lancashireandsouthcumbria.icb.nhs.uk/contact-us/contact-medicines-optimisation-team

