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Prescribing Tip No. 203 Date: 18 May 2018

Adding “Hospital ONLY” drugs onto Emis Web
It is important to have a reliable and safe method for recording all the medications that patients are prescribed no matter
whom is ultimately responsible for its issue. A significant number of patients receive treatments that are traditionally
regarded as being hospital only (Red drugs) and often the responsibility (including the ongoing prescribing) for these
treatments remains with the hospital specialist. In these cases it is crucial that the patient’s general practice is both aware
of the status of the medication and is able to record its existence on the practice system, whilst at the same time avoiding
any undue risk to the patient from inappropriate issues. In addition, it is clearly an advantage to record hospital-only drugs
in a way that enables the clinical system to highlight any potentially harmful drug interactions.
Practices are advised to follow the prescription entry details below to avoid inadvertent issue of hospital only
medication.

Instructions for inputting ‘Hospital only’ drugs onto EMIS Web








Go to the medication tab of the patient, and click on “add drug”.
Enter the name of the drug and select.
Complete the directions for use. Under dose enter : CONSULTANT/SPECIALIST PRESCRIBED - DO NOT ISSUE
A message will appear on the screen - ‘Dosage not recognised’. See below.

At this stage under ‘quantity’ to be issued enter the lowest quantity ie 0.001 and proceed. The prescription
screen will appear as



Proceed to issue and select ‘Change All’ from the top selection. Select as issued by ‘Hospital (No Print)’ as per
screen shot below.



The ‘hospital only’ drug will appear in a different section of the medication screen.

If attempts are made to try to issue the hospital only drug a warning would appear in the ‘Approve and Complete’ print
box stating it was ‘Issued by hospital’. You would need to click ‘Override’ to proceed.
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To contact the Medicines Optimisation Team please phone: - 01772 214302

