
Safeguarding standards for general practice
Please note that the RCGP published new safeguarding standards on the 1st of October 2024. 
These are for all GPs and everyone working in a general practice setting in the UK and replace previous intercollegiate guidance. 
These standards are a single life course document incorporating child and adult safeguarding and the training requirements have changed so that they are no longer based on the number of hours completed but instead focus on adult learning principles.

Safeguarding learning and reflection should, over time (for example over a revalidation cycle), be across the breadth of the five areas of knowledge and capabilities in the RCGP safeguarding standards, namely:
1. Professional safeguarding responsibilities
2. Identification of abuse and neglect
3. Responding to abuse and neglect
4. Documenting safeguarding concerns and information
5. Information sharing and multiagency working

Practitioners should cover both children and adult safeguarding in their learning and reflection, including practitioners who only work with adults.
Learning and reflection across the five areas of safeguarding knowledge and capabilities could include:
· Safeguarding case discussion. The Safeguarding Case Review - Structured Template could be used to demonstrate case reflection (individual reflection or case-based discussion)
· Regular attendance at practice/organisational safeguarding meetings with reflection on learning and impact on practice
· Example of documenting safeguarding concerns and information and how risks were dealt with
· Example of information sharing or involvement in multi-agency working with reflection on good practice and/or areas for development
· Reading and/or online learning with reflection on impact on practice
· Attendance on a safeguarding update/course with reflection on learning
· Safeguarding CPD activities with reflection on learning and impact on practice
· Safeguarding quality improvement activities
· Safeguarding significant events with reflection on learning and impact on practice
· Participation in statutory reviews and quality improvement activities or learning and impact on practice that may have resulted from this
· Multi-agency safeguarding training or learning events with reflection on learning and impact on practice

Alongside these new standards, the RCGP have developed a new RCGP safeguarding toolkit, eLearning modules, a podcast and additional resources to support safeguarding learning in general practice.

To make it easier, I would advise that the safeguarding reflective practice structured template, and safeguarding case review template where appropriate, are completed annually and discussed at appraisal to demonstrate safeguarding reflection and learning across the breadth of all the areas of safeguarding knowledge and capabilities.
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I would also strongly advise you to review the guidance via the link below to ensure that you, and any staff you employ, are aware of and compliant with the new standards.
RCGP safeguarding standards for general practice

Dr Lesley Atherton 
Regional Appraisal Lead (Tier 1 and 2)
NHS England North West
E-mail: lesleyatherton@nhs.net
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RCGP Safeguarding Case Review - Structured Template

The RCGP Safeguarding Standards, published in 2024, sets out the safeguarding knowledge and capabilities as well as safeguarding training requirements for anyone working in a general practice setting in the UK and/or working as a GP in any setting. 

This safeguarding case review structured template can be completed annually to demonstrate safeguarding reflection and learning across the breadth of all the areas of safeguarding knowledge and capabilities. 

		Name of professional



		



		Date of completion



		



		Date of case



		



		Anonymised identifier for clinician (if appropriate/needed)



		



		Summary of case



		



		What went well?



		



		What would you do differently next time?



		



		Actions/learning that you have identified/undertaken as a result of this case



		

























		[image: ]



image1.png

RC Royal College of
GP General Practitioners







image1.emf
Safeguarding  Reflective Practice - Structured Template 1.docx


Safeguarding Reflective Practice - Structured Template 1.docx
		



RCGP Safeguarding Reflective Practice - Structured Template

The RCGP Safeguarding Standards published in 2024, sets out the safeguarding knowledge and capabilities as well as safeguarding training requirements for anyone working in a general practice setting in the UK and/or working as a GP in any setting. 

This safeguarding reflective practice structured template can be completed annually to demonstrate safeguarding reflection and learning across the breadth of all the areas of safeguarding knowledge and capabilities. 

		Name of professional



		



		Date of completion



		



		Describe how safeguarding works in your work environment



		



		Describe your role in this (e.g. as lead, a general clinician etc.)



		



		Have these changed in the last year? If so, how?



		



		Describe your safeguarding CPD activities, quality improvement activities and significant events that you have undertaken or been involved with in the past year



		



		DEMONSTRATION OF REFLECTION AND LEARNING ACROSS THE BREADTH OF AREAS OF SAFEGUARDING KNOWLEDGE AND CAPABILITIES



		1. Professional safeguarding responsibilities 

2. Identification of abuse and neglect 

3. Responding to abuse and neglect 

4. Documenting safeguarding concerns and information 

5. Information sharing and multiagency working



		







		Looking at your last review’s development themes/objectives in relation to safeguarding, to what extent did you get to fulfil these?



		



		In relation to safeguarding, what do you consider you did well in the last year?



		



		What difficulties/barriers have you come across with regards to safeguarding in the past year?



		



		Personal development themes in relation to safeguarding
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